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Introduction

Olive Senior's Birdshooting Season and Elma Mitchell's A Stone's Throw both expose 
male-dominated systems that silence, control, or harm women. Senior presents a Caribbean 
hunting ritual in which men occupy the center of power while women work through the night 
and girls learn silence. Mitchell presents a mob preparing to stone a woman while pretending 
that their violence is moral justice. Both poems explore patriarchy, gendered power, and 
violence, but Senior works through quiet observation and cultural ritual, while Mitchell uses 
a dramatic and disturbing first-person voice.

Central shared theme: gender politics and violence against women, especially how patriarchal 
systems disguise control as tradition, justice, or virtue.

Patriarchal power

Both poems show men controlling the social space.

In Birdshooting Season, the house "turns macho" as the hunters gather. This personification 
suggests that masculinity takes over not just the men, but the whole domestic space. The house 
is identified as "my father's house," emphasizing male ownership and authority.

In A Stone's Throw, patriarchal power appears through the crowd's collective voice. The 
repeated "we" makes the men sound united and confident. Their power is physical, social, 
and moral: they seize the woman, judge her, and prepare to punish her. Mitchell shows male 
authority at its most openly violent.

Women as silenced or condemned

Both poems present women as denied full voice.

Senior describes the women as "contentless," a word that suggests dissatisfaction without open 
rebellion. They work "all night long," preparing food and drink for "tomorrow's sport," yet they 
do not participate in the hunt. Their labour supports the male ritual, but their feelings are 
ignored.
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Mitchell's woman is even more directly silenced. She is spoken about, handled, and displayed, 
but she is not allowed to define herself. The narrator calls her "a decent-looking woman" and 
generalizes about women like her, reducing her to a type. Her fear is visible, but her voice is 
absent.

Violence and its disguises

Both poems expose violence that is made to look acceptable.

In Birdshooting Season, violence is disguised as tradition and "sport." The men prepare to kill 
birds, but the poem's gender symbolism makes the violence wider than hunting. The girls' 
whispered "Fly Birds Fly" suggests that the birds may represent vulnerable women trying to 
escape male power.

In A Stone's Throw, violence is disguised as justice. The crowd claims its hands are "virtuous," 
even while bruising the woman's body. Mitchell's disturbing images of "love-bites" and "kisses 
of stone" reveal how the crowd turns cruelty into pleasure. Their morality is exposed as 
hypocrisy.

Children and inherited attitudes

Senior places special emphasis on how gender roles are inherited.

In Birdshooting Season, the boys "longing to grow up birdhunters too" show that masculine 
violence is passed down through desire and imitation. The girls whisper for the birds to escape, 
already identifying with the vulnerable rather than the powerful. The poem suggests that 
children learn their roles by watching adults.

A Stone's Throw does not focus on children, but it still warns that violent attitudes persist across 
time. The biblical setting is retold in a modern voice, suggesting that judgment, sexism, and 
cruelty are not trapped in the past. The crowd leaves "still holding stones," ready to repeat the 
violence "another day."

Tone and narrative method

The poems differ strongly in tone and technique.

Senior's tone is understated, observational, and quietly ironic. She allows the details of labour, 
drink, guns, and silence to expose the imbalance. The poem does not need open anger because 
the structure of the household already reveals the injustice.
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Mitchell's tone is much more disturbing because the speaker is one of the attackers. The casual 
confidence of the narrator forces the reader to hear cruelty from the inside. This dramatic 
monologue creates powerful irony: the speaker thinks he is defending justice, but every word 
exposes his moral corruption.

Conclusion

Both Birdshooting Season and A Stone's Throw criticize patriarchal systems that control and 
harm women. Senior shows gender inequality as a quiet cultural routine, passed down through 
domestic labour, hunting, and childhood imitation. Mitchell shows the same logic in its most 
violent form: public judgment, sexualized cruelty, and moral hypocrisy. Together, the poems 
reveal that violence against women can appear as tradition, justice, sport, or virtue, but remains 
violence beneath every disguise.


