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Sonnet Composed Upon Westminster Bridge, September 3, 1802

Earth has not anything to show more fair:

Analysis: This opening is hyperbolic, immediately establishing the scene as unmatched in beauty and 
elevating the moment to something almost absolute.

Dull would he be of soul who could pass by

A sight so touching in its majesty:

Analysis: The speaker judges anyone who ignores this view as spiritually lacking, reinforcing how deeply he 
values perception and sensitivity.

This City now doth, like a garment, wear

The beauty of the morning; silent, bare,

Analysis: The simile "like a garment" presents the morning light as something perfectly fitted over the city, 
suggesting harmony between nature and urban space.

Ships, towers, domes, theatres, and temples lie

Open unto the fields, and to the sky;

Analysis: The listing creates a sense of expansiveness, blending man-made structures with the natural world 
as if they coexist seamlessly.

All bright and glittering in the smokeless air.

Analysis: “Smokeless air” highlights purity and absence of industrial activity, allowing the city to appear 
natural and uncorrupted.

Never did sun more beautifully steep

In his first splendour, valley, rock, or hill;

Analysis: The personification "sun more beautifully steep in his first splendour" presents the sun as an active 
force gently immersing the landscape, elevating the scene’s grandeur.

Ne'er saw I, never felt, a calm so deep!

Analysis: The repetition intensifies the emotional response, emphasizing the depth of peace experienced by 
the speaker.

The river glideth at his own sweet will:

Analysis: The personification "glideth at his own sweet will" gives the river agency, suggesting effortless 
movement and natural freedom.



Study Vault

Study Vault

Dear God! the very houses seem asleep;

Analysis: The personification "houses seem asleep" conveys stillness and peace, transforming the city into 
something calm and almost living.

And all that mighty heart is lying still!

Analysis: The metaphor "mighty heart" represents the city’s usual activity and energy, now paused, 
emphasizing the rare quietness of the moment.

About the poem

Author: William Wordsworth (1770–1850)

Context: Romantic period; reflects appreciation of nature, emotion, and the sublime within 
everyday experiences

Core idea: The city, often seen as artificial and chaotic, can achieve a rare moment of natural 
beauty and stillness that rivals or surpasses the natural world.

•  Main themes

•  Beauty in unexpected places
•  Harmony between nature and urban life
•  Stillness and calm
•  Spiritual appreciation of the world
•  Perception and sensitivity
•  Mood: Serene, awe-filled, and contemplative
•  Tone: Reverent, admiring, and reflective

  Remember
•  The city is only beautiful because it is momentarily free from human activity
•  Morning transforms the urban into something natural and pure
•  Stillness is the key condition that allows beauty to emerge
•  The speaker values perception, calling those who miss it “dull”
•  The final image of the “mighty heart” shows the city temporarily at rest


