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But today I recapture the islands'
bright beaches: blue mist from the ocean
rolling into the fishermen's houses.

Analysis: The word “recapture” suggests reclaiming something lost, emphasizing memory as an active
process. The imagery is vivid and idealized, presenting the island as something emotionally owned.

By these shores I was born: sound of the sea
came in at my window, life heaved and breathed in me then
with the strength of that turbulent soil.

Analysis: The personification "life heaved and breathed in me" presents the island as something that actively
shaped and animated the speaker’s identity. “Turbulent soil” suggests both vitality and historical struggle.

Since then I have travelled: moved far from the beaches:
sojourned in stoniest cities, walking the lands of the north
in sharp slanting sleet and the hail,

Analysis: “Stoniest cities” suggests emotional coldness and harshness. The contrast between “bright
beaches” and harsh northern weather establishes displacement and alienation.

crossed countless saltless savannas and come
to this house in the forest where the shadows oppress me
and the only water is rain and the tepid taste of the river.

Analysis: The personification "shadows oppress me" conveys psychological discomfort and suffocation.
“Saltless” highlights the absence of the ocean, reinforcing loss of identity.

We who are born of the ocean can never seek solace
in rivers: their flowing runs on like our longing,

Analysis: The simile "runs on like our longing" equates the endless movement of the river with the speaker’s
persistent homesickness, suggesting that longing is continuous and inescapable.

reproves us our lack of endeavour and purpose,
proves that our striving will founder on that.

Analysis: The river is given moral authority, suggesting judgment. It reflects internal doubt and a sense of
inadequacy imposed by displacement.
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We resent them this wisdom, this freedom: passing us
toiling, waiting and watching their cunning declension down to the sea.

Analysis: The river is portrayed as free and purposeful, contrasting with human struggle. “Cunning
declension” suggests something deliberate and almost mocking.

But today I would join you, travelling river,

Analysis: This marks a turning point where the speaker shifts from rejection to acceptance, indicating
movement toward reconciliation.

borne down the years of your patientest flowing,
past pains that would wreck us, sorrows arrest us,

Analysis: The river becomes a symbol of endurance, carrying history and suffering forward without stopping.

hatred that washes us up on the flats;
and moving on through the plains that receive us,
processioned in tumult, come to the sea.

Analysis: The imagery suggests a journey through collective trauma toward resolution, possibly alluding to
historical displacement and migration.

Bright waves splash up from the rocks to refresh us,
blue sea-shells shift in their wake

Analysis: The return to the sea signals renewal. The ocean becomes a space of restoration and belonging.

and there is the thatch of the fishermen's houses, the path
made of pebbles, and look!

Analysis: The exclamation “and look!” conveys excitement and emotional intensity, showing the speaker’s
deep attachment to these familiar details.

Small urchins combing the beaches
look up from their traps to salute us:
they remember us just as we left them.

Analysis: Memory is mutual. The speaker feels recognized and accepted, reinforcing belonging and
continuity.

The fisherman, hawking the surf on this side
of the reef, stands up in his boat
and halloos us: a starfish lies in its pool.

Analysis: The scene is communal and welcoming, contrasting sharply with the earlier isolation of the north.

And gulls, white sails slanted seaward,

fly into the limitless morning before us.
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Analysis: The metaphor "limitless morning" represents renewal and possibility, suggesting a hopeful future
rooted in reconnection with the homeland.

About the poem

Author: Kamau Brathwaite (1930-2020)

Context: Postcolonial Caribbean identity; reflects migration, displacement, and cultural
reconnection

Core idea: Identity is deeply tied to place. Displacement creates longing and fragmentation,
while return or reconnection restores a sense of self.

¢ Main themes

* Nature

* Oppression

* Regret

* Migration

* Love/Admiration
* Nostalgia

* Patriotism

Rural vs. Urban Life

Mood: Reflective and nostalgic, shifting to warmth and renewal

Tone: Reflective, conflicted, then increasingly hopeful and celebratory

% Remember
+ Ocean represents identity, origin, and belonging
* River represents displacement, judgment, and linear existence
+ “But today” signals key turning points in perspective
* North vs South contrast reflects emotional and cultural dislocation
* Ending restores harmony through return to the sea




